
A Note From Our 

Advisory Council Chair  

I was asked to be Chair of Ad 

Council starting in 2010.  I felt 

the Church was in transition and 

this year would bring new begin-

nings.  I never dreamed one of 

those new beginning would be a 

new Pastor.   While we await the 

selection of our new Minister, I 

ask each of you to pray every day 

for our District Superintendent to 

work diligently to help choose 

someone that will keep our great 

momentum going.  Please pray 

for our Church and our new Min-

ister that together we can bring 

many more in our Community to 

know Jesus Christ.  Please con-

tinue to pray for Nancy and Bill 

ð that their new beginning will 

be a positive one for them and 

Klein UMC.   

 

Our Church is in a wonderful po-

sition.  Listening to the Commit-

tee Reports, all of our work areas 

are strong and getting stronger.   

 

We keep saying how God has 

sent so many dedicated and hard 

working people to Montgomery 

UMC.  I am sure God will send 

us a great Pastor and we need to 

be ready to show him or her that 

great Montgomery SPIRIT. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ron Gilbert 

Montgomery United Methodist Church 

Methodist Messenger 
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Dear Church Family,   

In the midst of transition and 

change, things can often feel un-

settling and uncertain.  We won-

der what will happen to us, and 

will it be for better or 

worse?   Changing pastors in a 

congregation can often bring us 

to ask God, "What in the world 

are you doing?"  

If we prayerfully watch and listen 

for God's voice and God's pres-

ence, we can discover that God is 

especially near in these times of 

change to reassure us of His will 

and His purpose in all of our 

lives.  Throughout the Bible, God 

is moving people from one place 

to another, and calling leaders 

with different gifts along the jour-

ney.  

As hard as it is to leave such a 

wonderful church and loving peo-

ple, God has reassured me that 

this is His plan.  My gifts are 

needed now at Klein United 

Methodist Church and God is 

bringing someone with the right 

gifts for the next part of your 

journey.  The important thing to 

remember is that for over 170 

years, God has been with this 

church, and He will continue to 

be present to guide and to bless in 

new and wonderful ways.  Even 

in your many changes along the 

way, you have a strong founda-

tion in the very core of who you 

are.  Christ lives in you and that 

powerful love is evidenced in all 

you do.  

The leadership of this church is 

very strong.  I have no doubt that 

in God's grace, you will all con-

tinue to be Christ in this growing 

community without missing a 

beat.  It is time to move forward 

faithfully and with the certainty 

that God will be with you and 

you have great work to do in 

bringing the Kingdom of Christ 

in this place.  

Although I will be here through 

mid-June, I wanted to take this 

opportunity to share with you 

how I give God thanks for you 

and the gift of being able to walk 

this journey of faith with you for 

awhile.  You will forever be a 

part of my heart. 

Love in Christ, 

Pastor Nancy 

A Strong Foundation 

Christ provides Pastors and Teachers to 

equip the Saints for the work of ministry.     

- Ephesians 4:11-12 
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Ladies 

Retreat 

Update!!! 

There are over 50 ladies commit-

ted to attending the 3rd Annual 

Ladies Retreat being held in 

Brenham April 9 - 11. What a 

wonderful time of serenity, beau-

tiful scenery, fellowship, and 

spiritual growth it will be! Our 

speaker, Paula Walker, is so 

ready to spend the weekend with 

us and share her love for the 

Lord. It truly will be a Time to 

Commit to Him!  

 

All fees must be paid by April 1st 

or contact Clara Lynch to make 

other arrangements. Clara can be 

reached by cell @ 936/539-0654 

or email at clynch@consolidated.net. 

THE CARPENTER'S HELPERS 

It is still difficult to realize the progress made on the 

Baker Home. This has been a series of small projects 

over 5 months that led to one very large accomplish-

ment. So many people have been involved with their 

time, talents and gifts. The Baker children are very 

excited about moving into their new home as it gets 

closer to completion.  We had a painting party on Sat-

urday, March 13, and with the assistance of 20 volunteers (all from our 

church), we completed the painting of the exterior in about five hours.  

During that time, everyone enjoyed lunch which was cooked on site. 

That same Saturday afternoon the oldest child, Hope (7), fell from a tree 

as a limb broke and broke her right arm. She and her Mom, Candace, 

spent the night at Children's Hospital Emergency Room in Houston 

where they put in some pins and made a cast. She was back home Sun-

day and was feeling pretty good, all things considered. We are now 

waiting for the tile and the cabinets to be installed, then the electricians 

and plumbers can complete their work.  After that, we will complete our 

painting touch-ups inside and install the flooring. Those helping at the 

painting party were: 

  

 Don & Shirley Parrish Crystal Drummond 

 Jim & Sharon Jones  Don Keasler   

 Nellis and Debbi Dye  Tom Sheahan 

 Brad & Donna Vance Len Keeling  

 Randy Crum   Dan Leasure 

 Diana Henigan  Don McKinney 

 Caroline Lavois  Todd Steinke 

 T'Mac McRae  Carl Herring  

  

It is incredible what a group of talented people can do when their heart 

is in it.  

Staff Parish Relations . . .  
 

As you all know, we have been 

meeting with our DS in regards to 

Pastor Nancy being moved in 

June. We all feel like he will do 

his very best to provide us with a  

Minister that will continue with 

our Church just the way we are 

right now. So I ask that all be in 

prayer for our Church as we go 

through this transition. 
 

In His Time, 

Gerry Henderson 

SPR Chair 

If you need to request a room 

at the church for a meeting 

or other church-sponsored ac-

tivity, whether itôs ongoing or 

not, please call the church of-

fice to make sure that itôs on 

the calendar.  If room arrange-

ments are not made, the doors 

might not be programmed to 

open when you get here and 

the room may not be avail-

able.  With increasing MUMC 

ministry activities, we have 

lots going on and really need 

to abide by the room schedule. 

 

Thanks for your cooperation!! 

mailto:clynch@consolidated.net
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{   Morning Glories -- Women's Ministry   z 

If you had witnessed the ñApron 

Brigadeò entering our church 

kitchen on Wednesday, March 

10th, you would have thought it 

was the annual Pillsbury Cook 

Off!  Of course, Chef Candace 

Carver was voted ñQueen of the 

Kitchenò that day as she 

ñwowedò all of us with her out-

standing recipes.  Every dish was 

devoured with glee and glowing 

praises.  We appreciated Kathy 

Jones serving as our judge for the 

apron contest. 

 
Most Beautiful Apron: 

 Barbara Carter  
Crazy Apron: 

 Mary Jane Thompson 
Less Used Apron: 

 Betty Rose 
Most Used Apron: 

 Beverly Bauer 

 

The event was full of humor and 

enjoyed by all.  Sharon Jones 

was our door prize winner.  Our 

scripture for the morning was 

Psalm 34:8-10, ñTaste and see 

that the Lord is good; blessed is 

the man who takes refuge in Him.  

Fear the Lord you his saints, for 

those who fear him lack nothing.  

The lions may grow weak and 

hungry, but those who seek the 

Lord lack no good thing.ò  We are 

a very blessed group! 

 

We will return to our regular lo-

cation in the new building on 

Wednesday, April 14th, at 9:30 

a.m. and once again be blessed by 

the preaching of Rev. Fred 

Carter .  Bring a friend and share 

Godôs grace and love experienced 

during this very special time.  Our 

lovely hostesses will be Jean 

Clark, Mickey Gruver, and 

Peggy Priestley.  Until then, dear 

sisters, we are joint heirs with 

Christ! 
 

Love, 

Susie Turner 

ăăă   ăăă   ăăă   ăăă   ăăă    

The Methodist Men invite you, your family and friends to our Annual 

Fish Fry on Saturday, April 24th.  We will gather in the Pavilion at 6:00 

p.m. to start the celebration.  The cost for tickets will be $10 each and 

$5 for children.  Scholarships are available.  The Methodist Men will 

underwrite the cost of all expense and 100% of the proceeds will be do-

nated to the Food Pantry.  We hope to raise $2,000, which will buy 

20,000 pounds of food.  This amount of food will feed 100 families for 

3-4 months. 

 

ñShane and the Cavalryò will provide music for your entertainment 

starting around 7:00 p.m.   For your comfort we suggest you bring a 

lawn chair.  If you cannot attend, we will be glad to accept a cash dona-

tion or a check payable to MMM-Food Pantry.  Thanks for all you do 

for our wonderful church and its outreach to the community.  

 

Gene Hastings, Bob McClelland and Mike Landes 

The Gulf Coast Regional Blood 

Center thanks you for your blood 

drive. 

  

The blood drive results for Mont-

gomery United Methodist Church 

are as follows: 

  

Drive Date: March 14, 2010 

Donors:  36 

Deferrals: 3 

Net:  33 Donors 

Whole Blood: 28 

Double 

   Red Cell: 5 

Red Cell  

   Plasma: 0 

Total  

   Products: 38 

  

We depend on donor groups such 

as yours to participate in the 

Commit for Life group program 

to supply blood products to the 

patients in your community.  We 

appreciate your efforts! 

  

Once again, thank you for Com-

mitting for Life!  
  

In addition to the above numbers, 

we had three people donate at the 

Conroe Donor Center, bringing 

our total to 36 net donors and 41 

units. 

  

There were several members that 

wanted to give but were out of 

town on Sunday, March 14. 

  

It was a great start to a wonderful 

new ministry! 

  

Remember - We will be holding 

three more drives this year! We 

will announce the dates as soon as 

they are approved by the church 

council. 

Commit for Life! 
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 NOTES FROM THE PANTRY  

youôs for letting them use it for 

this service. You talk about a 

community outreach, this one was 

a winner. 

 

Thanks again to everyone for all 

your support. 

Don & Pat 

Here it is April and ñtax timeò 

and we are once again reminded 

how much our daily lives are di-

rected and re-directed by this 

wonderful government under 

which we live. 

 

As you would guess, the govern-

ment is becoming more involved 

in our pantry operations as well.  

Last month we were directed to 

update our records each year, in-

stead of bi-annually as we were 

doing in the past.  These records 

include: who is head-of-

household, the names and ages of 

all family members, ethnicity of 

each member, any disability, and 

total household monthly income.  

Wow, what a job!  A special 

thank-you goes to those that came 

in early and made it run as well as 

it did. 

 

We currently have over 250 fami-

lies listed in our active files.  

Each head-of-household must 

come in for this record review 

and update.  However, for the 

first time this year, those that 

were homebound and could not 

come in, were visited and helped 

to fill in the forms.  What a de-

light it was to visit with them and 

to feel their gratitude for what we 

are doing for them. 

 

However, that is not allé.the 

Pantry has also been advised that 

the Montgomery County Health 

Department is requiring that all 

food pantries must have a ñFood 

Dealers Permit.ò  Pantries who 

distribute packaged food products 

fall under a ñFood Establishmentò 

category, therefore, a Food Deal-

ers Permit is required.  We have 

been told to contact the County 

Health Dept (Chief Sanitarian) to 

obtain said permits.  Stay tuned to 

hear what that will involve. 

 

Now, how about some good 

news?!  We are so pleased and 

excited to learn that Lauren 

Knutson, our beautiful young 

lady that swam across Lake Con-

roe to support the food pantry last 

fall, has been selected as the re-

gional winner of the Conroe 

VFW Ladies Auxiliary #4709 

Teen Volunteer of the Year!  She 

is to be recognized this month at a 

banquet honoring her and others.  

Her achievements have also been 

submitted to the state board for 

consideration as Top Teen in 

TEXAS!  Way to go Lauren! You 

are already Tops in our eyes!!  A 

big thank you goes to Dolores 

Mathias for seeing that Laurenôs 

name was submitted for this 

award. 

 

Also, in this past month, we said 

goodbye to Mr. Will Graves , a 

long-time Montgomery resident 

and one of our food pantry pa-

trons.  Pastor Nancy graciously 

agreed when the family asked if 

they could have the funeral here 

in our church.  What an occasion 

it was!  The sanctuary was full 

with extra chairs filled in the back 

and down each aisle, the choir 

was full, we set up 4 or 5 rows in 

the Narthex and still had standing 

room only around each doorway.  

Our estimate was 400 ï 450 in 

attendance.  It was a wonderful 

service, great music and glory to 

God!  As they left, we heard so 

many comments about our beauti-

ful church and so many thank-

About Being  

United Methodist ð  

 Our Church  

 

United Methodists think of the 

local church as the visible exten-

sion of Christ in the world today.  

Ordained and lay ministers lead 

the local congregation, although 

every United Methodist is called 

to minister to others.  The local 

church council formulates and 

implements plans for: 

 

¶ nurturing ministries of educa-

tion, worship and stewardship 

¶ outreach ministries of compas-

sion, advocacy and social concern 

¶ witness ministries of evangel-

ism, membership care and spiri-

tual formation 

¶ leadership training for church 

members 

¶ congregational organization and 

administration 

¶ age-level ministries for children, 

youth, young adults, adults, fami-

lies and older adults. 

ÑÑÑÑÑ 
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Our Youth Were ñTalkinô Some Trash,ò ñTotinô Some Bagsò 

ñand Steppinô Through the Cloverò 

ď ď ď 

ď ď ď 

ď ď ď 

What a great group of youth and 

adults showed up to help keep 

Texas a little cleaner on March 

13.  Our thanks to the Jenkins, 

Bobby Fisher, David Jones and, 

of course, to our great youth.  

There was a special surprise too - 

two former MUMC youth now in 

college came out and helped also.  

We had a great time and found 

some unusual items too.  Would 

love to have more of you come 

out with us next time.  The 

w e a t h e r  w a s  a m a z i n g !  

Ohé..speaking of amazingé.. 

 

The amazing alternative service 

has received rave reviews.  Our 

thanks to everyone who is sup-

porting this service and to the 

youth and the adults who are par-

ticipating. 

 

The youth will be helping with 

the Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday.  

They look forward to this every 

year.  Our thanks to Mrs. Kristy 

and Mrs. Pegi for putting this 

most important job in the hands 

of our youth. 

 

Our youth are still involved in 

moving the food pantry bags for 

the great volunteers in our 

MUMC Food Pantry.  Every 

other Sunday after church, our 

youth move about 100 bags to the 

main kitchen of the church.  They 

are also continuing the Back Pack 

Program.  At MYF and at ñthe 

Caveò they pack plastic bags with 

about 10 pounds of food for ele-

mentary kids in our area.  These 

kids do not have enough food for 

the weekend.  Our MUMC youth 

are ñhard at workò and involved 

in our community.  They love it! 

 

We had an awesome Souper 

Bowl of Caring weekend.  We 

collected 825 pounds of food and 

$2,465.95 for our MUMC Food 

Pantry and neighbors in our com-

munity.  Thank you so much for 

your very kind donations! 

 

Our Seniors continue to make 

their college choices.  They see 

the light at the end of their high 

school time and are getting re-

allllllly excited!  Please continue 

to pray for them. 

 

I know we were all very shocked 

to hear that our Pastor Nancy is 

leaving our ñlittle country 

church.ò  We will miss her, but 

we know that God walks ahead of 

her.  He has her and we know that 

God walks ahead of us too!  He 

has great plans for our loving and 

welcoming church.  Thank you, 

Pastor Nancy, for all you have 

done for our wonderful church, 

its congregation, its youth and its 

children. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to 

work with such awesome kids.  

Thank you for your continued 

support of the youth and the 

MUMC youth program. 

 

ñMrs. Kathyò 

 
ñI can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.ò 

Happy Spring!  Easter may have 

been celebrated by the time you 

are reading this.  If that is the 

case, all the music ministry 

groups hope that the musical of-

ferings during Lent and culminat-

ing on Easter Sunday morning 

provided you with many bless-

ings.  Those who played and sang 

during these days were richly 

blessed and tried to pass that 

on.  The music ministry has 

grown to include two new groups:   

The Montgomery 

Methodist Gals (or 

The M&M Gals) is a 

new women's group 

directed by Marie Stephens.  

Melissa Nasr directs the new 

Praise and Worship team that pro-

vided music for the Contempo-

rary services during Lent.  They 

join the music family that in-

cludes the 8:30 AM and 11:00 

AM Sanctuary Choirs directed by 

Kathy Hutson, Heaven Help Us 

(the men's group directed by 

Kathy Hutson), and the Handbell 

Choir (affectionately known as 

the "Ding A Lings"), also directed 

by Kathy Hutson.  In the coming 

months each of these groups will 

be spotlighted in the newsletter, 

so if you are looking for a place 

to serve musically, one of these 

groups may be the perfect fit for 

you. 

 

The ñScribeò 
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Lenten Devotion for Families 

 

Childrenôs Ministries distributed 

a Lenten Devotion to each family 

titled ñMagnify the Lord: Lenten 

Devotions and Activities.ò  We 

pray you have been blessed by 

this study.   

 

In the study we learned how to 

Magnify the Lord withé 

 

Your Voice 

Your Attention 

Your Prayers 

Your Laughter 

Your Offerings 

Your Friendships 

Your Tears 

Your Hallelujahs 

 

O Magnify the Lord with me, and 

let us exalt his name together.  

Psalm 34:3 

 

Welcome Our  

New Nursery Worker! 

 

Please join me in welcoming 

Debbie Thompson.  She will be 

working with our great staff in the 

nursery.  

 

Palm Sunday Easter Egg Hunt 

and Church-wide Lunch 

 

Mark your calendars for March 

28th - The children will participate 

in our worship services in many 

special ways.  We will have palm 

branches to remind us of Jesusô 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  

The children will also sing at the 

11:00 service and participate in an 

Easter Egg Hunt at 12:15.  Plan 

on joining us for a great meal 

with the entire church! 

 

Confirmation Classes 

Begin April 11th 
 

Sign ups for Confirmation class 

have begun.  Pick up a registra-

tion form from the bulletin board 

in the childrenôs wing.   

 

Vacation Bible School 

is July 19th ï 23rd  

Mark your calendars for  

High Seas Expedition! 

CHILDRENôS MINISTRY    Navasota Theatreôs  

ñIn His Light Playersò 

traveling troupe presents 

The Balloon Party 
A parable about using your spiritual gifts 

Why don't people celebrate their 

spiritual gifts?  Step into the fairy 

tale world of a king, who gives all 

his subjects brightly colored bal-

loons that symbolize a unique 

aspect of their personalities. But 

in time the balloons pop or get 

lost, and some people even forget 

they own one. The King decides 

to host a grand balloon party to 

build up the flagging spirits of his 

subjects. But Quitter Orange, 

Selfish Blue, Burnout Red and 

the others have a litany of ex-

cuses why they can't attend. 

Eventually they overcome their 

negativity and attend the party in 

celebration of the varied and im-

portant gifts each has been 

blessed with. 

 
Montgomery United 

Methodist Church 

Sunday, April 18th 
(both morning services) 

Connect and Serve 
 

Did you know that a desire to serve is perhaps the greatest sign that one is 

growing more and more like Jesus?  God has given each of us gifts to help 

build the church and extend his love and compassion to a needy world. This is 

why we offer so many ways for you to make a contribution of your time, your 

talents, your gifts and your service. 

 

There are many opportunities to get ñplugged inò at MUMC ð Music, Wor-

ship, Food Pantry, Nurture, Adult Education, Childrenôs Closet, Outreach, 

Missions, Youth, Office Administration, and Kairos Prison Ministry...just to 

name a few. 

 

Another area of opportunity is Communications.  We need people who are in-

terested in any of the following ð photography, journalism, website, videogra-

phy, newsletters, publications, and our Hwy 105 sign.  Please donôt hesitate.  

Call Renee Gosling @ 832-630-9051.   

 

"For everything there is a 

season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven....God 

has made everything beauti-

ful in its time." 

 

        Ecclesiastes 3: 1 - 11 



Montgomery, Texas www.mumctex.org April 2010 

Well, I hope that everyone has 

had a chance to take a deep breath 

and regain some much needed 

oxygen.  It seemed as if all the air 

was literally sucked out of the 

sanctuary when Pastor Nancy 

announced that she would be 

leaving Montgomery United 

Methodist Church.  Between the 

shock and the tears, you could see 

the wheels turning in most 

minds.  Where do we go from 

here?   How can anyone possibly 

replace Pastor Nancy and 

Bill?  Why did this happen at this 

time?  I can honestly say that 

I personally had all those 

thoughts and many more.  But as 

the reality sets in, I can now be-

gin to see answers to some of the 

questions that I had running 

t h r o u g h  m y  m i n d .   

  

The truth is that Pastor Nancy 

will never be replaced in our 

hearts.  Each of us has a special 

memory, a time or moment in a 

worship service, or a point in a 

meeting, where we have been 

deeply touched by her ability to 

make us see things through 

GOD'S eyes.  Some of those mo-

ments will live with us forever 

and should be cherished as pre-

cious memories.  She has given 

her ALL to serving us as Pastor 

and has given her ALL to serving 

her Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.  Klein UMC will be just 

like we were four years ago, 

when she first entered our 

church.  We had no idea what we 

were getting.  Little did we know 

we were getting EVERYTHING 

she could possibly give us!!   For 

that we are a better church and a 

brighter beacon of CHRIST'S 

love in our community. She truly 

leaves us in a better place than 

when she entered our doors and 

for that we are so very thank-

ful!   In the meantime, let's all 

soak up these few remaining 

weeks we have with her and Bill. 

  

So that leaves the other ques-

tion..."Where do we go from 

here?"   My initial thought was 

maybe we better slow down and 

see what GOD has in store for 

us.  After some quiet time in my 

truck and several prayers, my 

t h o u g h t  p r o c e s s  h a s 

changed.  The reality is that in a 

church of 704 people, only one 

position has changed.  That 

leaves 703 of us to continue to go 

out and remain fired up about 

CHRIST and spread HIS 

w o r d .  N o n e  o f  t h e 

other leadership positions have 

changed.  None of the missions 

that we are involved in 

have changed.  The goal of going 

out to spread the word and make 

disciples of CHRIST is not 

changing.  NOTHING else has 

changed!!  WE are the church and 

WE can choose to sit back and 

say " why did this happen?" or we 

can move forward to serve 

our LORD and community.  We 

as a church have touched so many 

lives in such a positive manner 

that it makes no sense to slow 

down now.  Our community con-

tinues to grow and with that 

growth will come opportunities to 

reach other people and bring them 

into a community of faith.  Along 

with that growth will come peo-

ple with needs ï needs that can be 

met by a caring and nurturing 

church like MUMC.   As Jesus 

walked this earth, he never lost 

sight of what his mission was. HE 

never dropped his chin and gave 

up on his journey.  Through 

many trials and tribulations, he 

was always focused on the goal, 

the goal of bringing people to 

know GOD'S unconditional 

love.  Even with his dying breath, 

when he muttered "Father, for-

give them, for they know not 

what they do" he was asking for 

forgiveness for his enemies and 

showing a compassion that is be-

yond comprehension. Let us as a 

church continue to do what GOD 

has asked of us.  I can assure you 

that if we listen to what he has to 

say, he will be with us every step 

of the way!!  HE has had his hand 

in so many things at MUMC, that 

there is no denying HIS pres-

ence.  HE is here with us!!  

EVERY STEP OF THE WAY!!! 

  

Ken White 

From our Lay Leader . . . 

× × × × × 
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Sunday, April 4 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Worship Services 
 

7:30 a.m.  8:30 a.m.  9:45 a.m.  11:00 a.m. 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS AT MUMC  
 

MUMC LADIES RETREAT  

April 8th ~ 11th @ Heartland Inn in Brenham, TX 

Deadline to register and to get all payments in is April 1st!! 

 

  

METHODIST MEN'S SUNDAY--Sunday, April 11 

  

MAY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES DUE--Friday, April 16 

  

FOLD NEWSLETTERS & BULLETINS--Thursday, April 22 @ 

1:00 p.m. 

  

UNITED METHODIST NIGHT @ ASTRO'S--Friday, April 23 

 

 METHODIST MEN'S FISH FRY  

Saturday, April 24 

6:00 p.m. on the Pavilion 

with music by Shane & the Cavalry 

 

  

SUNDAY, MAY 2nd--CELEBRATING OUR HIGH SCHOOL 

SENIORS in worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Church Office:  936-597-6162 


