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Donôt Wait Another Day!! 

into ICU and his eyes were open 

and she told him she loved 

him.  He went back to sleep.  I 

keep thinking of the last Council 

meeting.  It was Bud's last meet-

ing of his 3-year term.  I thanked 

him on behalf of all of us for his 

great leadership.  No one else 

could have led us through the last 

three challenging years with such 

grace, strength, and positive atti-

tude...so well respected by 

all.  Now, all I can think of is, I 

am so glad I took the opportunity 

to say that with Bud present in the 

room. 

  

So, here is my point, I guess.  Say 

what you need to say.  Don't wait 

another day to say "I love you," to 

tell others what they mean to you, 

to encourage and lift up one an-

other in the body of Christ.  We 

never know what tomorrow may 

bring.  

  

What a gracious and loving 

church family you are.  I give God 

thanks for you!  The love of 

Christ is so evident in you.  You 

are among the most gifted and 

giving persons I have ever 

known.  The Holy Spirit is so very 

present in our worship to-

gether.  We all find our home in 

Christ in this place.  You are 

Dear Church Family, 

  

As I am writing this letter it is the 

eve of Dec. 17.  By the time you 

receive this letter, it will be Janu-

ary, 2010.  I should be writing 

about looking ahead to the new 

year, where God is leading us in 

our wonderful journey of faith at 

Montgomery UMC.  But the truth 

is, at this moment I can't get past 

this moment.  My father-in-law 

has just died.  Our dear friend in 

faith Bud Hamilton, our Council 

Chair, is in ICU and very serious 

condition.  I can only think of the 

very depths of life and what is 

most important in this moment. 

  

Even though Bill's Dad, my Dad, 

had Alzheimerôs, I found ways to 

tell him I loved him.  I never as-

sumed he could not know.  He 

was in a space between earth and 

heaven, but there is no place 

where God is not with us.  "Lo, I 

am with you always," Jesus said, 

"even to the end of time."  So, 

even though we can't fully under-

stand all of life, we can never be 

outside the realm of the fullness 

of God's love.  So I believe with 

all my heart, though Dad might 

not have understood as we under-

stand, he knew this love.  Some-

how he heard the words of love.   

  

Bud lies in ICU, sedated, seem-

ingly not knowing.  Sandy awoke 

a day ago at 4:30 a.m. with this 

strong urge to see Bud.  She went 
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In early December, our church 

participated in a missionary pro-

ject that took over eighty-seven 

thousand (87,000) candy roll pre-

sents to the underprivileged chil-

dren in Mexico.  These simple 

gifts should provide Christmas for 

over forty thousand kids.  MUMC 

donated 7,121 of these presents 

and also sent down five volun-

teers, including Mavis Setter, Jas-

mine McCarty, Clay Stevens, my 

wife, Katherine and myself.  An-

other member that I want to men-

tion is Reed Turner.  Reed do-

nated his piggy bank (for the sec-

ond time) containing almost 

$50.00.  What a wonderful, giving 

church we have. 

 

In His Name, 

Mike Landes 

Mexico Childrenôs 

Projects 

ñI give God thanks for you!ò 

warm and 

w e l c o m -

ing.  You 

face the 

challenges 

and move 

ahead, lov-

ing uncon-

ditionally.  You are everything I 

had ever hoped for in a congrega-

tion.  It is a joy to be in ministry 

with you! 

  

Love in Christ,  

Pastor Nancy 

Á Á Á Á Á 
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At MUMC this past year, Stephen 

Ministry has faced many difficult 

challenges.  Team members were 

lost because of death, illness or 

personal difficulties that made 

ministering to others challenging 

for those who remained in service.  

Also, more and more Care Re-

ceivers were in need of minister-

ing.  Stephen Leader Doc Jones 

and Coordinator Donna Shepherd, 

worked closely together and were 

able to successfully pair all Care 

Receivers with Ministers who 

could best help them in their par-

ticular needs.   

 

Susan Foss and Doris Jenkins 

completed their training last 

Spring and immediately jumped 

in to nurture those in need.  They 

were a true blessing to those who 

sought help. Without them some 

receivers would not have experi-

enced such wonderful one-on-one 

personal care. 

 

We are appealing to those in our 

congregation who are inactive 

Stephen Ministers or Stephen 

Leaders to prayerfully consider 

joining our team.  Our leaders 

have worked tirelessly for years to 

keep the ministry alive and active, 

but they are in need of your help. 

Our church is growing and along 

with the growth there are more 

and more who need you to com-

fort them. 

 

The Blue Christmas Service on 

December 20, 2009 was a true 

reflection of the works the 

Stephen Ministers bring to the 

lives of those who call upon them. 

 

For those who are living with 

painful memories of loss or seek-

ing strength through difficult 

timesé.. 

 

We come to find the heart of God. 

We gather to praise God for the 

gift of life. We do not know what 

to say. And so we gather knowing 

the God of the loving heart is al-

ways ready to have your hearts 

mended, filled and opened again 

to the wonders of life.  

 

God who shares our life promises 

us a place and time where there 

will be no more pain and suffer-

ing.  Until then, you are not forced 

to suffer  alone.  Call upon God 

and his servant Stephen Ministers. 

Do you want to learn more about your church?   

Do you want to gain a better 

understanding and an even 

deeper appreciation for your 

church? Then this is the study 

for you! United Methodism 101 

will begin on January 11 at 

Montgomery United Methodist 

Church. 

 

The classes will ne held on 

Monday nights January 11 

through February 1 from 7:00-

8:15 P.M. Nursery care will be 

provided.  

 

There is a sign-up sheet in the 

foyer or you can call the church at 

936-597-6162. Pastor ñDocò 

Jones will lead the study. 

  

The four week session will be di-

vided into four categories: 

 

 

 

January 11ðHistory of the 

United Methodist Church 

  

January 18ðTheology and 

Basic Beliefs 

  

January 25ðOrganization and 

Structure 

  

February 1ðPresent and Fu-

ture Challenges 

Stephen Ministry 

 

 



New email address? 

New phone number?  

Please let us know! 
 

Have you changed your address or 

other contact information recently?  

Please call the church office or let 

L i s a  W h i t e ,  m u m c a d -

masst@consolidated.net or Marie 

S t e p h e n s ,  m s t e -

phens@consolidated.net know 

about it. 

 

Emailing our daily ñchatsò is the 

way we try to keep everyone up to 

date with what is happening on a 

day-to-day basis within our church 

family.  

 

If you have any questions or con-

cerns about your contact informa-

tion, please call the church office 

and we can check for you. 
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{   Morning Glories -- Women's Ministry   z 
A New Year is upon us and we sur-

vived the hustle and bustle of 

Christmas! It was so very different 

for young Mary two thousand years 

ago! An angel laid out the plan for 

her. She listened and followed be-

cause she was such an obedient 

servant to God. Perhaps in this New 

Year we too can be more like Mary, 

listening, following, and serving. 

  

On Monday, December 7th, a very 

special "tree angel" showed up to 

help us put up and decorate the 

church Christmas tree (Crismon 

tree)! John Paul Taylor climbed into 

the church attic and retrieved all 

that we needed to complete the task. 

Thank you John Paul! We will 

never forget the extra time and de-

votion you gave to your church, 

preparing it to celebrate Jesus' birth-

day. 

Our annual Christmas salad lunch-

eon was loads of fun and delicious! 

About thirty women enjoyed food 

and fellowship together on Wednes-

day, December 9th. Renee Gosling 

shared some lovely Christmas sto-

ries with us and Jean Clark and 

Gloria Skelton won two snowman 

centerpieces. It was special to slow 

down and take some time to be to-

gether, to reflect on Christ and our 

m a n y  b l e s s i n g s . 

  

Speaker and singer Melanie Inabi-

net will be our guest on Wednes-

day, January 13th at 9:30 a.m. in 

the Fellowship room. She will 

guide us in better caring for our-

selves and those in our care. The 

organization she represents is 

"Homewatch Caregivers" providing 

temporary and permanent care. Our 

terrific hostesses will be Lee Bass 

a n d  J a c q u e  M c C a l l . 

 I want to take a moment to thank 

all of you for a great year, not just 

the fantastic Christmas gifts and 

cards but your love and devotion to 

our church and to our Savior. Each 

one of you is a gift to me all year 

long and I always benefit from be-

ing with you! The love of God sur-

rounds us and will always keep us 

in His care. 

Love and blessings, 

Susie Turner 

Message from our Lay Delegate  
As the year comes to an end, I look 

back with pride and amazement at 

our church and those that have given 

of their time to make great things 

happen.  Our new building was com-

pleted and is a great addition to our 

facilities.  The new preschool was 

started and became self-sustaining 

faster than most of us ever imag-

ined.  Ministries such as carpenter 

helpers, food bank, and others contin-

ued to grow and reach out to those in 

need.  During this past year, I have 

been amazed by the new people that 

step up to serve and the gifts and tal-

ents that they bring to our 

church.  We are blessed to have such 

a caring congregation.  During the 

coming year, as we continue to 

g r o w ,  w e  w i l l  f a c e 

many new challenges and opportuni-

ties.  I have no doubt that GOD has 

put into place all the resources we 

need to address anything that 

might occur.  I look forward to serv-

ing HIM and continuing this journey 

with all of you.  As a church, we are 

called to reach out and spread 

t h e w o r d  a n d  l o v e o f 

CH RIST . W ha teve r we  go 

through, may we never lose sight of 

this.  May your heart always be filled 

w i t h  t h a t  l o v e .      

  

May GOD b less  you  a l l ! ! 

Ken White 

À À À À À À À À  

UNDELIVERABLES!!  
(if you recognize any of the ad-

dresses listed below, please contact 

the office or Lisa so we can correct 

our records.) 

 

<ereese44> 

<sandraq25258@yahoo.com> 

<realtokimrichardson@yahoo.com> 

<stkpalmer@yahoo.com> 

<sknight@misd.org> 

<timstaci77316@yahoo.com> 

<fossils59er@yahoo.com> 

 

ď ď ď 
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As our church experiences such 

wonderful growth, the kitchen min-

istry is feeling it in many great 

ways! Skip, Idamae and I are so 

blessed to be able to provide our 

church family with coffee every 

Sunday. The donuts are provided by 

an Angel and of course many of our 

great family members bring snacks 

as well. 

From time to time Skip and I like to 

take a weekend off to go camping 

or other family activity. In order to 

do that, we need to recruit some 

óback-upô coffee makers! Some of 

the things to consider before offer-

ing your help are: You need to ar-

rive at 7:30 am to get started and 

you need to be prepared to skip first 

service and Sunday School. Idamae 

arrives after first service and is an 

invaluable help. We try not to plan 

on being gone when she is.  

If you think that you might like to 

be an alternate coffee-maker, please 

e m a i l  m e  a t  c a r v -

ers@consolidated.net or give me a 

call at 936-443-9655. You might 

only be needed once or twice a 

year, but the help would be greatly 

appreciated!  

In conjunction with the start of the 

new year, we will be holding fel-

lowship luncheons again. They will 

be on the third Sunday of every 

other month starting in January. So 

there will be luncheons in January, 

March, May, July, September and 

finally November which will coin-

cide with the candy roll mission.  

It is our wish that everyone plan on 

staying for these luncheons. So 

many times we just ógoô to church, 

but never really get down to the 

fellowship part. You might be 

amazed at the wonderful people 

who are part of your church fam-

ily!   

The luncheons will be pot luck and 

the kitchen will provide the meat. 

So please plan on bringing a side 

dish, salad or dessert. The week 

before the luncheon we will have a 

sign-up sheet so we can make sure 

we donôt end up with an all dessert 

luncheon!!  

For those of you that have not at-

tended a luncheon, you are missing 

out. Our church is full of great 

cooks!! So please keep the lunch-

eons in mind and go ahead and 

mark them on your calendar. We 

will also have a sign-up sheet for a 

clean-up committee. Many hands 

make light work!  

To God Be the Glory! 

Candace 

Kitchen Korner  

As we sit here looking into the new 

year and reflecting on the one that 

has just closed, we are humbled by 

the support received from our vol-

unteers, church members and the 

community around us. 

 

What a year this has been!  From 

November of 2008 through Novem-

ber of 2009, nearly everything has 

doubled.  The households served, 

the number of individuals served, 

the amount of food picked up and 

distributed, have doubled! 

 

However, along with all the dou-

bling of the need, came the dou-

bling of the hearts and generosity of 

our church members through their 

volunteer hours, monetary dona-

tions, food gifts, prayers and spiri-

tual support.  Our community 

awareness and support has also  

doubled. 

 

With Godôs help and the continued 

support of this church, we promise 

to be faithful stewards of the trust 

you have given us to lead this min-

istry. 

 

God Bless You and Yours, 

Don and Pat 

NOTES FROM THE PANTRY  

Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ   Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ   Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ  Ñ   

Food Pantry Christmas Breakfast 

mailto:carvers@consolidated.net
mailto:carvers@consolidated.net
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2009 was AWESOME!  We had 

four  MUMC Youth rededicate their 

lives and two declare for the minis-

try! 

 

It is not over yet!  There are some 

super MUMC Youth beginning to 

feel a little different about their 

walk with our Lord and Savior Je-

sus Christ!  Look out 2010! 

 

Our 7th through 12th grade Youth 

will attend Mid Winter Camp at 

Lakeview.  Our November Bake 

Sale fundraiser went to scholarships 

for camps.  We have been blessed 

with some great camps that have 

o p e n e d  t h e 

hearts of our 

Youth.  If you 

would like to set 

up a scholarship 

donation, please 

make out your check to MUMC and 

Note:  MUMC Youth Camp Schol-

arships.  These camps are a wonder-

ful part of our Youth's walk with 

the Lord.  Thank you! 

 

On New Year's Eve Day, at least 15 

MUMC Youth went to The Texas 

Bowl.  The big finale was to meet 

and talk with two Texans football 

players.  You may think, ñwell, why 

is that so special?ò  It is special be-

cause they shared their Faith with 

our Youth and others after the game 

ï great mentors in the public forum. 

 

Our Seniors are looking high and 

low for the best university for them.  

It is an exciting, but also very diffi-

cult, time for them.  Please keep 

them in your prayers! 

 

We will be doing some projects in 

our community in the next few 

months along with Mystery Trips 

and more. 

 

We are building a great bond with 

the City of Montgomery on special 

projects.  We wish to thank them 

for these opportunities. 

 

Please pray for our "HOPE Concert 

and More."  God has 

this growing into 

something much 

larger than I had 

anticipated.  Many 

of the area Youth 

Pastors are excited about the oppor-

tunity to reach across "religious 

lines" and bring kids to Christ.  I 

am so very moved by this outreach 

by churches in The Woodlands, 

Conroe, Willis areas and more.  

KSBJ has been very helpful.  They 

have shown me ways to focus more 

on the kids and not the entertain-

ment.  Yes, it will still cost money 

to make this happen.  I would like 

to thank you for any donation you 

feel led to give to this "God Moved 

Me" event.  Remember the num-

bers:  350 kids at a concert here in a 

 Ʒ Ʒ Ʒ  MUMC Youth Look Forward to 2010!   Ʒ Ʒ Ʒ 

ñ...350 kids at a concert here in a 

Montgomery church and probably 

80% were UNCHURCHEDò 

Montgomery Church and probably 

80% were "UNCHURCHED."  

That is a big number.  We can make 

a difference!  Thank you so much! 

 

Thank you for your continued sup-

port of our MUMC Youth ï your  

MUMC Youth!  They are reaching 

out and being true Disciples of 

Christ! 

 

The MUMC Youth and I want to 

wish you a new year full of His joy, 

peace and grace!  Remember, that 

you are always loved! 

 

Thank you! 

 

Open Your Heart to HIM! 

"Mrs. Kathy" 

MUMC Youth Director 

 

"Because of the Lord's great love 

we are consumed, for his compas-
sions never fail.  They are new 

every morning; great is thy faithful-

ness.  I say to myself, "The Lord is 
my portion; therefore I will wait for 

Him." 

Lamentations 3:22-24 

Keyword Study Bible 

 

"There is HOPE in God's mercy, 

compassion, faithfulness and good-

ness."  
(From "The Life Connecting Bi-

ble.") 

ITôS ABOUT TIME !!!  

Third Annual MUMC 

Ladies Retreat 

Scheduled for 

April 9-11  

Attention ALL LADIES.  We will 

be having our third annual ladies 

retreat  April 9-11, 2010.  It will 

be held at the Heartland Inn in 

Brenham.   

 

Paula Walker is our guest 

speaker.  Paula is DYNAMIC and 

excited to help us all grow to-

gether and in Christ.  You will be 

blessed by her and the activities 

that are planned.   

 

Registration forms are available at 

the church and any questions  

can be answered by Clara Lynch.   

 

Spaces fill up quickly, so reserve 

your  space now. 

ăăă   ăăă   ăăă   ăăă   ăăă    ăăă   ăăă   ăăă   ăăă   ăăă    ăăă   ăăă   ăăă   ăăă   ăăă    


